
top 3 reasons
why tort “reform” 
is bad for 
#patientsafety

in texas



1. Life is cheapened and
families are devalued

So-called tort “reform”
restricts the legal rights of
hardworking Texas families.
In 2003, HB 4 passed into
law, capping non-economic
damages at $250,000 for
those involved in a medical
malpractice case.

It has proven to be a failed
experiment that ultimately
sacrificed patients for
profit.



2. life of the elderly 
in danger

Nursing homes were given
the state’s seal of approval
to “go bare” and forgo
liability insurance
altogether during the 2003
legislative session.

This serves no purpose
other than to thwart
transparency and shield
wrongdoers from
accountability.



3. product liability

HB 4 directed Texas courts
to defer to federal agencies
in many state products
liability actions.

Special interests like Big
Pharma received special
legal protections when they
fail to warn the public about
dangers.



 Patients in Texas continue
to struggle with high cost,
low access health care,

wrongdoers are allowed to
divert and evade

responsibility for their
actions, and our most

vulnerable are most heavily
penalized by limits on their

individual legal rights.

twenty-one years later

Learn more at 
texaswatch.org/undertheknife

https://www.texaswatch.org/under-knife-texas-experiment

